BEACHES OF SOUTH WALTON

“REMOVE IT OR LOS]

Help keep the beautiful Beaches of South Walton pristine.
Remove all personal articles from the beach each night.

WHY CAN'T BEACHGOERS LEAVE ITEMS ON THE BEACH!?

Due to environmental and public safety concerns, it is unlawful to
leave any items overnight on the beach. County Ordinance
2003-076 states that it is unlawful for beach chairs, umbrellas, tents
and other such personal articles to be on the beach in such a
manner that they interfere with beach maintenance, nesting turtles
or emergency vehicles.

WHAT WILL THE COUNTY DO WITH ITEMS THAT ARE LEFT ON
THE BEACH OVERNIGHT?

[tems left on the beach will be tagged and owners will have 24
hours to remove abandoned items. After 24 hours, any belongings,
e.g. beach chairs, umbrellas, tents, etc., will be discarded.

DOES THE ORDINANCE APPLY TO PRIVATE BEACHES?

Yes, if personal items are left in the middle of the beach they will be
removed. The ordinance as written applies to all areas falling within
the definition of “beach,” regardless of whether such areas are
located on public or private property. Articles that are stored
adjacent to or underneath personal walkovers will not be removed
unless there is TDC maintained trash receptacle at that location. If
private properties have public trash receptacles then personal items
may be left at the toe of the dune at least |0 feet away from the
trash receptacle. Any item left within |0 feet of a public trash
receptacle will be removed.

WILL ITEMS LEFT AT PUBLIC WALKOVERS BE REMOVED?

Any personal items left near county walkovers or adjacent to any of
the 400 trash receptacles maintained by the Beaches of South
Walton Tourist Development Council (TDC) will be removed
without being tagged.

ARE ITEMS BELONGING TO BEACH VENDORS WITH PERMITS
EXEMPT FROM THE ORDINANCE?

No. Vendors will also be required to remove beach chairs and
umbrellas from the beach each night. ltems placed in approved
beach storage boxes near the toe of the dunes are permitted.

ARE BEACH CHAIRS AND TENTS REALLY A PROBLEM?

Yes. ltems left on the beach overnight during sea turtle nesting
season have resulted in significant numbers of abandoned
nesting attempts. These items can also be fatal for tiny

hatchlings that cannot overcome the obstacles. In addition,
personal belongings left on the beach hinder beach maintenance
crews from adequately cleaning the beach and interfere with
emergency vehicle access. They are also a hazard for
beachgoers walking the beach after dark.

IF I LEAVE MY CHAIR TO GO FOR A WALK OR SWIM IN THE
GULF, WILL ITEMS BE TAGGED!?
No. Only items left on the beach overnight will be tagged.

WHAT CONSTITUTES OVERNIGHT?
“Sunset to sunrise” daily.

WHAT AGENCIES ARE COORDINATING THIS EFFORT?

The Walton County Sheriffs Department, Walton County Code
Enforcement, Beaches of South Walton Tourist Development
Council, and the Walton County beach activities coordinator will
all aid in the implementation of this initiative.

PLEASE REMEMBER:

SEA TURTLES NEST ON THE BEACH. THE THINGS YOU LEAVE ON THE BEACH AND THE HOLES
YOU DIG MAY KEEP A MOTHER TURTLE FROM NESTING OR PREVENT A HATCHLING TURTLE
FROM REACHING THE WATER. HELP SAVE SEA TURTLES FROM EXTINCTION...FILL IN YOUR HOLES
AND REMOVE YOUR BELONGINGS FROM THE BEACH AT NIGHT.

For more information, visit www.beachesofsouthwalton.com or call Code Enforcement (850) 622-0000.




